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 With the growth of Christianity and theological education around the world, biblical 

research has developed into a global task.  Increasingly, biblical scholars in Asia are adding their 

voices to scholarly conversations about the Bible, and hopefully a bibliography such as this one 

can draw attention to their voices and prevent them from being overwhelmed by louder and more 

persistent voices in other parts of the world.  I was inspired to work on this bibliography by 

Charlie Trimm and Brittany Kim and their “Works Written by Black Old Testament Scholars,” 

which I first saw at the “Institute for Biblical Research” website and which also now appears at 

the “Every Voice” website.  Their bibliography encouraged me to start putting together one more 

focused on Asian biblical studies.   

 Every bibliography has limits, and that is necessarily true for a bibliography on biblical 

studies in Asia given the extensive work of Asian biblical scholars.  It may no longer be possible 

to provide a detailed bibliography of a reasonable length for Asian biblical studies as a whole.  

Indeed, at this point, a detailed bibliography on just Korean biblical studies might be difficult to 

produce.  In addition, Asia is a vast and diverse continent.  The circumstances for biblical 

scholars in East Asia are different than those in South Asia, which in turn are different than those 

in the Middle East, and so forth.  I have chosen to focus on biblical scholarship in Southeast 

Asia, and I trust that it provides at least a window into the work of biblical scholarship in Asia 

more broadly.  Southeast Asia certainly provides a window into the diverse circumstances facing 

biblical scholars in Asia.  Different nations in Southeast Asia—such as Myanmar, Thailand, 

Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Cambodia, Vietnam, and the Philippines—offer different 

challenges and opportunities for those who study the Bible.1 

 This bibliography contains works related to Old Testament and New Testament studies 

that have been written for an academic audience.  Works with a focus specifically on theology 

are not typically included, even though such works often engage the biblical text.  The 

bibliography covers the years from 2000 to 2020, although on occasion certain noteworthy works 

spill over on either side of those time limits.  I have basically limited the works in the 

bibliography to those written in English, since one of the purposes for the bibliography is to 

make Western scholars more aware of biblical scholarship in Asia.2  Any bibliography on 

biblical studies in Asia could be lengthened significantly by including works in Asian languages, 

and the reality is that the day is coming when familiarity with Asian languages will be 

increasingly important for biblical scholars.  At the end of the bibliography is an index that lists 

out various subjects related to biblical studies, with each subject followed by references to the 

 
1 Perhaps the best place to start for understanding how theological and biblical study is presently being done in Asia 

is Simon Chan, Grassroots Asian Theology: Thinking the Faith from the Ground Up. Downers Grove, IL: IVP 

Academic, 2014. 
2 Journal articles are primarily limited to those that are referenced in commonly used databases, such as the Atla 

Religion Database, which also moves the bibliography in the direction of works in English.   



works on that subject listed by the name of the author and the year of publication.  If an author 

wrote more than one work in a given year, the year of publication is further identified by a letter 

(e.g., “Cailing, Rolex M. 2019a” indicates the first item in the bibliography written by Rolex M. 

Cailing in the year 2019).3   

 Southeast Asia has been a place of welcome and inclusion for biblical scholars who are 

not originally from Southeast Asia—a statement that is true not only for biblical scholars from 

the West but also for those from other parts of the world, especially from other parts of Asia.  In 

order to reflect this generous hospitality, I have included works written by biblical scholars who 

have moved to Southeast Asia, but I have tried to limit the list of their works to those published 

during the time in which they have made Southeast Asia their home.  In addition, biblical 

scholars from Southeast Asia live and teach in other parts of the world—Hong Kong, Taiwan, 

Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and the United States.  I have made every effort to include the 

work of these biblical scholars as well.  Such relocations complicate matching authors with 

countries.  For Southeast Asian scholars, I have included their country of origin, regardless of 

where they live and teach.  For scholars from outside Southeast Asia who have made this part of 

the world their home, I have included the country in Southeast Asia where they serve.  If a 

scholar is from one Southeast Asian country but teaches in another Southeast Asian country, I 

have included both.  If a scholar from Southeast Asia has co-authored a work, I have included it 

in the bibliography even when the co-author is not from Southeast Asia.  Relocations and 

cooperative works are now part of the nature of biblical scholarship, which is increasingly 

becoming “from everywhere to everywhere.”   
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